IN THE BEGINNING:  The Opening Chapters





I.    Defining Set-Up


II.   Establishing the situation


The difference in situation and hook


Tried and true romance situations


III.  A couple of quick tricks!


Dwight Swain’s elements of a novel


Situation


Character


Objective


Opponent


Disaster


       B.  Another way of looking at situation


IV.  Always start with a change


Swain’s beginning elements


The world as it exists


The introduction of change


A character who is affected by that change


A consequence


Vogler’s hero’s journey


The ordinary world


The call to adventure


The refusal of the call


The mentor


Crossing the first threshold


        C.  Show the reader the character’s world before the change


1.  Who am I?


2.  Where am I?


3   What is happening in my world right now?


V.  Creating characters


Qualities necessary for heroes and heroines


Needs


Believable characters


VI.  Revealing characters to your reader


Directly


Indirectly


By his words and actions


By his internal dialogue


By his interaction with others


With opposite lead character


With side-kick (Vogler’s mentor?)


With villain


VII.  Atmosphere








 Dwight Swain:  TECHNIQUES OF THE SELLING WRITER 


Christopher Vogler:   THE WRITER’S JOURNEY
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