WRITING CATEGORY ROMANTIC SUSPENSE:

Whoever told you it was easy lied!

by Gayle Wilson

1.  All the demands of mainstream suspense with certain additional requirements and many more limitations

2.  The reality of those pesky percentages--100% compelling romance and 100% compelling suspense

3.  Writing to market

4.  Learning to write within the “box”

Length

Language

Latitude 

Constructing the Romantic Suspense Novel

I.  Shake up their lives

A.  Establish the situation  (sometimes called the set-up)

1. Start with a change in the lives or one or both of the characters that will

a. Offer an immediate threat 

b. Call for some action on their part

c.  Present the possibility of ultimate disaster (creates suspense tension)

B.  Throw the characters into the situation

1. Give both hero and the heroine some emotional involvement in the danger 

2. Present the possibility of a romantic culmination (creates sexual tension)

3. Make them respond to each crisis as the reader hopes she would respond 

4. Make the reader care about and identify with the characters

a. Reveal the events in his/her past that shaped the complexity of the character

b. Engage the reader’s emotions

5.  Confront the hero and heroine with an opponent worthy of them

      C.  Identify their objectives

1. Let the change produce some goal or objective

2. Let the objective mirror some basic human need 

II. Keep that “deadly middle” alive

A.  Manipulate the two types of tension

1.  Rev up the sexual tension between the hero and heroine




a.  Chronicle their growing awareness of one another

b.  Give them some sexual background together to remember




c.  Force intimacy




d.  Use danger as an aphrodisiac

2.  Ratchet up the tension from the outside threat




a. Add complications or minor threats that can be resolved




b. Cast doubts on the motives of others (red herrings)




c. Use love scenes to release the tension so that you can ratchet it up again

B.  Constantly pose unanswered questions

1.  Why is he or she doing this?  (The hero? The heroine?  The villain?)

2.  What’s going to happen next?

3.  How are they going to get out of this one?

4.  Who are the good guys and who are the bad guys in the cast?

C.  Build urgency

1.  Cut to the chase

2.  Raise the stakes

3.  Force the hero and heroine to make constant adjustments

4.  Quicken the pace

5.  Give them a deadline

D.  Provide or withhold information from the reader

1.  Suggest possible red herrings and then eliminate them as the plot unfolds

2.  Reveal more of the central characters’ backgrounds

3.  Reveal more of the villain’s goals and motivations

4.  Foreshadow the ultimate threat

III.  Create a slam-bang ending

A.  Leave the hero and/or heroine with only two options, neither of which is good

B.  Require him/her to make a choice that involves sacrifice or a moral dilemma

C.  Require him/her to do something that terrifies him

D.  Handicap him/her in some way at the climax

E.  Convince the reader there is no way out

F.  Prolong the agony to the breaking point

IV.  Recognize the importance of a satisfying resolution

A.  Let the reader enjoy solving the puzzle

B.  Satisfy the reader’s sense of justice

1.  The bad guys get theirs

2.  And the good guys do, too!
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