THE ART OF CHARACTER DEVELOPMENT


In order to become involved in a romance, the reader must be involved with the character.  They must see them as real people, people who have the same goals, the same problems, and the same worthy qualities that the reader has.  The character must attract the reader from the first chapter and must be complex enough to hold her interest to the end.   The most important aspect of character development is growth.  The author must realize that to provide for their growth and change is the only worthwhile reason for putting her characters in situations of stress and danger.  If they fail to emerge on the other side as changed people, then the novelist has failed. 

I.  Studying people, the novelist’s lifelong job

II.  The importance of Chapter One

III.  Breathing life into your characters

A.  Personality profiles

B.  Pictures—the importance of visuals to a writer

C.  The esoteric methods of character creation

IV.  Revealing your character to the reader

A.   By what the author says about a character

B.   By what others say about a character

      C.   By what a character does

      D.   The role of interaction with secondary characters

IV.  Dwight Swain on character determination

A.  Body

B.  Environment

C.  Experience

D.  Ideas

V.    Merging the reader with the character

A.  Qualities the reader identifies with

B.  Needs the reader feels

C.  Having flaws or scars

VI.  The importance of growth and change

A.  The novel as a metaphor for life

B.  Facing trials and emerging triumphant

VII.  Trick of the trade, the final check list

A.  Using different voices

B.  Distinctive character tags 

C.  Mannerisms

D.  Dialogue
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