UP ALL NIGHT:  WRITING THE PAGE TURNER

By Gayle Wilson

A.  Create characters the reader will care about

1.  Put ordinary people in extraordinary circumstances  

2.  Make them smart and brave

3.  Portray some admirable quality, thought, action, or goal

4.  Make sure both the hero and the heroine have some emotional involvement in the situation 

5.  Create complex characters who have been shaped by their pasts 

B.  Manipulate tension

1.  Play up sexual tension between the hero and the heroine

a.  Give them some background together

b.  Note their growing sexual awareness of one another

c.  Force intimacy  

d.  Use danger as an aphrodisiac

2.  Ratchet up the tension from the outside threat

a.  Foreshadow the ultimate danger

b.  Add complications or minor threats that can be resolved

c.  Cast doubt on the motives of others

C.   Build a sense of urgency

1.  Cut to the chase

2.  Raise the stakes 

3.  Force the hero and heroine to make constant adjustments

4.  Quicken the pace

5.  Give them a deadline

D.  Pose unanswered questions

1.  Why is he/she doing this?

     a.  Hero?  Heroine?

     b.  Villain?  

2.  What’s going to happen next?

3.  Who are the good guys and who are the bad guys? 

4.   How in the world are they going to get out of this?

E.   Make the reader hungry for the ultimate HOW

1.  Work toward an ending where the hero and/or heroine are left with only two options,

neither of which is good

2.  Require him/her to make a choice that involves sacrifice or a moral dilemma.  

3.  Require him/her to do something that terrifies him

4.  Handicap him/her in some way

5.  Convince the reader there is NO way out

6.  Prolong the agony
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